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IFF’s MISSION

Our mission is to fund

innovative research

focused on the immediate 

need to develop ground-

breaking therapeutic 

methodologies to treat 

and cure pediatric

brain tumors.
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DEAR IFF SUPPORTERS,

Over the past year, Ian’s Friends Foundation has continued to fund some 
of the most innovative research throughout the country towards a cure 
for pediatric brain tumors. IFF has been able to support ongoing projects 
that are making great strides, and taken on a number of truly exciting new 
initiatives.
 
IFF funded research is working hard to make a difference in the lives of 
children with brain tumors, all thanks to your incredible support.

We hope this 2016 Performance Report demonstrates the incredible impact 
we have been able to make thanks to you, and makes you proud to be part 
of this amazing organization and its outstanding accomplishments. 

As far as IFF has come, we know that much remains to be done. These labs need support from IFF in order 
to develop the most promising treatment options for our children. IFF has big plans for the year ahead, and 
we can’t wait to continue to share with you our progress. 

We thank you again for your continued and much appreciated support. 

Amy Kane, CAE
Executive Director, Ian’s Friends Foundation
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DEAR FRIENDS,

As we reflect on Ian’s Friends Foundation’s accomplishments for 2016, we are 
awed by what the organization has achieved and how far it has come in the last ten 
years. We have you, our passionate supporters to thank for this! What started out 

as a idea coming from desperation around our kitchen table has grown 
into a national foundation that has supported 17 groundbreaking 
research projects at 10 world-renowned institutions across the US. 

We are so proud to share that one of our first projects, the Tumor 
Monorail Project, which is now being done at Duke University, 
has been successfully tried on animals and is now being 
implemented on animals in multiple centers around the country. 
This is a HUGE step toward better treatment, and ultimately a 
cure, for pediatric brain tumors.

We know that you have all heard the statistics before - they 
are scary! Now, every day 13 children in the US alone are 
diagnosed with a brain tumor! Only 4% of federal funding 
to cancer research is earmarked for childhood cancers. Less 
than 1% of that money is allocated for pediatric brain tumor 
research. The CDC has ranked brain cancer as the number 
one killer in children. These statistics make no sense! This 
is why Ian’s Friends Foundation and organizations like IFF 
greatly depend on your continued support. Together, we 
can all make a change!

Thanks to every single one of you for reading our 2016 
Performance Report and for your ongoing and much 
appreciated support!

Cheryl and Phil Yagoda
Co-Founders, Ian’s Friends Foundation
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Through the 

Biorepository, a new 

mutation in the MET 

oncogene in pediatric 

glioblastoma was discovered. 

Preliminary results show that the 

cancer cells harboring this mutation 

are highly sensitive to drug 

inhibitors of MET. Identifying the key 

mutations of the cancer stem cells 

will allow for a tailored treatment 

plan based on the individual’s 

genetic “stem-cell”.

The Ian’s Friends Foundation Brain 

Tumor Biorepository at Children’s 

Healthcare of Atlanta expanded 

to include a study identifying the 

genetic profiles of the cancer 

stem cells isolated with 

their corresponding drug 

sensitivity profiles.

New in 2016! IFF funded the 

Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta 

micro fluidic chip project,

under the leadership of Tobey 

MacDonald, MD. The project will 

use a micro fluidic chip for

brain tumors to derive patient 

specific therapies.

The tumor monorail 
project which was funded 

by IFF, has recently worked 
in large animals. This is very 

exciting news as it means with 
more proven success in animals that 

we are closer to the next steps of trying 
it in humans. The project has success-
fully been able to move brain tumors 
to where the tumor can then be cap-

tured and extracted. The implanted and 
explanted work is being done by IFF 

funded investigator Dr. Barun Brahma, 
and the work will soon be expanded to 

different centers in the US. 
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FUNDING
from Ian’s Friends 
Foundation in 
2016 focused on:

3

IFF has supported 17 groundbreaking research projects at 10 world-renowned 
institutions across the US.

Just a few of
   the research highlights
          from 2016:

REVOLUTIONIZING THE 
USE OF TECHNOLOGY

UNDERSTANDING
GENETIC FACTORS

EASING DIAGNOSIS

DESIGNING MORE
EFFECTIVE THERAPIES

ELIMINATING
RESEARCH BARRIERS

ABOUT IFF

Since IFF’s start over 
10 years ago, we 
have worked hard 
to maximize dollars 
raised that go directly 
to pediatric brain tumor 
research.

IFF 2016
Non Revenue Generating

Expenses

ADMINISTRATIVE 9.7%
MARKETING 2.9%
OPERATIONS 2.9%

LABS 84.5%
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MEET BRANTLEY
Brantley is a vivacious 6 year old who loves Spider Man almost as much as he 
loves video games. Brantley was diagnosed with DIPG, a type of malignant brain 
tumor on March 31, 2016. Brantley and his entire family’s lives literally changed 
over night as he began showing symptoms of his disease the day before.
 
Immediately after being diagnosed, Brantley became part of a clinical trial 
at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta, under the care of Dr. Cynthia Wetmore. 
The trial was developed based on initial funding for the project from Ian’s 
Friends Foundation. After radiation to shrink his tumor, Brantley began taking 
a chemotherapy pill each day to help keep the tumor in check. As Dr. Wetmore 
describes it, “Brantley’s tumor is now nice, small, and gray” meaning the it is not 
active, and comprised mostly of dead cells.
 
But his future remains uncertain.
 
We need your help today to continue research
on potentially life-saving drugs and treatments.
 
THANK YOU FOR ALL YOU DO FOR IFF.
WE WILL NOT STOP UNTIL WE FIND A CURE.

855 Marseilles Drive | Atlanta, GA 30327
404.966.0752
iansfriendsfoundation.com




